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THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PA TENT. 
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. 

THE ISSUE FEE MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS 
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-The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the covet sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included herewith 
(or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. 
THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at 
the initiative of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1. 63 This communication is responsive to CPA filed on 07/26/2001 ' . 



2. 63 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-11, 13-15, and 32-43 



3. §3 The drawings filed on 26 Jul 2001 are acceptable as formal drawings. 

4. □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d). 
a) □ All b)D Some* c)D None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No, 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received: . 

5. §3 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT 
EXTENDABLE FOR SUBMITTING NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS, OR A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION. Tfri o throo monrtrpZYturt- 
-fSEtomplying with tho fteQt^efVfeW^^-W^BEPQSa OF RIOI OGIGA^AT-ERIAIHs^ew^ 

6. □ Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION (PTO-1 52) which gives 

reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED. 

7. □ Applicant MUST submit NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) attached 

!)□ hereto . or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been 

approved by the examiner. 

(c) D including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No. . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings. The 
drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official Draftsperson. 

8. D Note the attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 

Any reply to this letter should include, in the upper right hand corner, the APPLICATION NUMBER (SERIES CODE/SERIAL 
NUMBER). If applicant has received a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due, the ISSUE BATCH NUMBER and DATE of 
the NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE should also be included. 

Attachment(s) 

1 □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 2 LJ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3 □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 4 Q Interview Summary (PTO-41 3), Paper No. . 

5 CD Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449), Paper No(s). 6 fZ] Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

7 (Z3 Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit of Biological 8 !Xi Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

Material 

9D Other 
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Continued Prosecution Application 

1. The request filed on 07/26/2001 for a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) under 
37 CFR 1.53(d) based on parent Application No. 09/432944 is acceptable and a CPA has been 
established. An action on the CPA follows. 

2. The Examiner has carefully considered Applicant's amendments and accompanying 
remarks filed on 07/26/2001. Applicant's amendments to claim 1 , and cancellation of claim 
12 have all been entered. Applicant is correct in reference to the typographical error, the 
patent of reference was actually EP f 579 to Bridgestone. All previously made rejections have 
now been withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-11, 13-15 &*32-43 are allowed and renumbered as 1-26. 

4. The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: There was no prior 
art found that teaches or suggests a substrate coated with a pressure sensitive adhesive whose 
surface is deliberately microstructured by a molding tool imparting a pattern having specific 
dimensions of length, width and/or depth at a microscopic level. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the 
issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Art Unit: 1771 

5* Any inquiry regarding this communication or earlier communications from the Examiner 
should be directed to Arti Singh, whose telephone number is (703) 305-0291 . The Examiner 
can normally be reached Monday through Friday from 8 AM to 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
Supervisor Mr. Terrel Morris (703) 308-2414. A facsimile center has been established in Group 
1700 on the 8th floor of Crystal Plaza 3. The hours of operation are Monday through Friday 
8:45 AM to 4:45 PM. The telecopier number for accessing the facsimile machine is (703) 305- 
5408. This location should be used in all instances when faxing any correspondence to Art Unit 
1771. Use of the Group 1700 center will facilitate rapid delivery of materials to Examiners in 
Art Unit 1771. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-2351. 




Ms. Arti Singh 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 1771 
September 06, 2001 




TERREL MORfIS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1700 



